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SUBJECT: IMCO: MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
FOR ADMIRAL REA 

1 . RE AGENDA ITEM 9 - REPORT OF THE SUB- COMMITTEE ON 
RADIOCOMMUNICATIONS - U. S. DELEGATE SHOULD INDICATE 
HIS STATEMENT ON MARITIME SATELLITE ISSUE IS FOR THE 
RECORD. FURTHER, IF INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE MATTER 
HANDLED WITHOUT COMING TO A VOTE, U. S. DELEGATE SHOULD 
NOTE THAT HAD THERE BEEN A VOTE, U. S. WOULD HAVE ABSTAINED. 

2. FOLLOWING IS BRIEF COMMENTARY ON COMSAT/ GAPSAT 
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PROJECT WHICH U. S. DELEGATE MAY INSERT IN RECORD IF HE 
DEEMS THIS WOULD BE USEFUL, POSSIBLY AT SAME TIME HE 
MAKING STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN PARA 1 ABOVE, OR USE 
AS BACKGROUND MATERIAL IN INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS OF THIS 
SUBJECT. 

THE COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE CORPORATION 
( COMSAT), A PRIVATE U. S. ENTITY, HAS BEEN AWARDED 
A U. S. NAVY CONTRACT TO PROVIDE A FLEET INTERIM 
SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS SERVICE IN THE ATLANTIC 
AND PACIFIC OCEANS BEGINNING IN 1974 AND 

EXTENDING UNTIL 1976 WITH THE POSSIBILITY THIS 
COULD BE EXTENDED ONE YEAR OR LONGER. THE SYSTEM 
ORBIT, ONE OVER THE ATLANTIC AND ONE OVER THE 
PACIFIC OCEANS. THE CHANNELS TO BE PROVIDED WILL 
BE IN THE 240-400 MHZ FREQUENCY BAND. 

COMSAT, ON ITS OWN INITIATIVE, IS PROPOSING 
TO PROVIDE SOME ADDITIONAL LIMITED CAPACITY 
ON THESE SATELLITES TO OPERATE IN THE L- BAND 
AND C- BAND TO SERVE COMMERCIAL USERS. THIS 
WOULD BE A PRIVATE UNDERTAKING BY COMSAT, ENTIRELY 
AT THE COMPANY' S OWN FINANCIAL RISK. 

IN ITS FORMAL APPLICATION TO THE UNITED 
STATES FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION FOR AUTHORI- 
TY TO CONSTRUCT AND OPERATE THIS SATELLITE 
COMMUNICATIONS CAPACITY. COMSAT STATED WITH 
RESPECT TO THE EXCESS CAPACITY PORTION OF ITS 
PROPOSAL, THAT IS THE L- BAND AND C- BAND, ALONG 
THE FOLLOWING LINES: " IN PROPOSING TO PROVIDE 
COMMERCIAL MARITIME SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS 
SERVICES, COMSAT IS MINDFUL OF THE EFFORTS UNDER 
WAY TOWARD LONG- TERM POLICY DECISIONS REGARDING 
MARITIME SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS. A NUMBER OF 
COUNTRIES IN ADDITION TO THE UNITED STATESARE 
ACTIVELY ENGAGED, THROUGH IMCO, INTELSAT AND 
OTHER CHANNELS, IN DISCUSSING THE ALTERNATIVES 
AND FORMULATING THEIR POSITIONS . A WORLD 
ADMINISTRATIVE RADIO CONFERENCE TO DEAL WITH 
MARITIME COMMUNICATIONS IS TO TAKE PLACE IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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1974. CONSIDERATION IS BEING GIVEN TO THE 
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POSSIBILITY OF HAVING AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
OF GOVERNMENTS TO BE HELD AS EARLY AS 1974, IN 
ORDER TO PROCEED TOWARD AGREEMENT ON APPROPRIATE 
INTERNATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR AN INTERNATIONAL 
MARITIME SATELLITE SERVICE. INTELSAT IS 
UNDERTAKING STUDIES TO DETERMINE THE DESIRABILITY 
OF INCLUDING A MARITIME CAPABILITY IN AN 
INTELSAT V SATELLITE, WHICH COULD BE REQUIRED 
SOME TIME IN 1978 OR 1979. COMSAT' S PROPOSAL 
DOES NOT IN ANY WAY PREIUDICE THE OUTCOME OF 
THESE LONG RANGE EFFORTS. TO THE CONTRARY, NOT 
ONLY WILL COMSAT' S PROPOSED SYSTEM MAKE SERVICE 
AVAILABLE IN AN EARLIER TIMEFRAME THAN IS OTHERWISE 
POSSIBLE IN THESE OTHER CONTEXTS, BUT IT ALSO 
OFFERS A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY FOR EXPERIMENTATION 
WITH EQUIPMENT AND SERVICES THAT COULD SERVE TO 
GREATLY BENEFIT ANY EVENTUAL MARITIME SATELLITE 
SYSTEM." 

WITH RESPECT TO THE TIMEFRAME WITHIN WHICH 
THESE SATELLITES WILL OPERATE, IT SHOULD BE 
NOTED THAT THE SATELLITES WILL BE DEPLOYED IN 1974 
AND WILL HAVE A FIVE YEAR LIFETIME DESIGN. 

THEIR USEFULNESS WOULD END, THEREFORE, IN THE 
LATE 1970' S, WHICH IS ABOUT THE SAME TIME THAT 
PRESENT TIMETABLES ENVISAGE THE POSSIBLE 
BEGINNING OF A LARGE- SCALE MARITIME SATELLITE 
COMMUNICATIONS CAPABILITY. ROGERS 
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